
Ted Talk Tuesday

Welcome t o  

In today's Ted Talk Tuesday, in observance of  
Hispanic Heritage Month, we will watch and

discuss a Ted Talk presented by America Ferrera 
"My Identity is a Super Power not an Obstacle"

Presented by the IREM Dallas Equity, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) Committee



Ted Talk Tuesday
Hispanic Heritage Month

The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week under
President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by President Ronald Reagan
in 1988 to cover a 30-day period starting on September 15 and ending on
October 15. It was enacted into law on August 17, 1988, on the approval of
Public Law 100-402.

The day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of
independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile
celebrate their independence days on September 16 and September18,
respectively. Also, Columbus Day or Día de la Raza, which is October 12,
falls within this 30 day period.



Ted Talk Tuesday
Influential Hispanic Americans ALEXANDRIAALEXANDRIAALEXANDRIA   

OCASIO-CORTEZOCASIO-CORTEZOCASIO-CORTEZ
Born in 1989 in the Bronx, New York, into a Puerto Rican
family, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez went on to become the
youngest woman ever elected to Congress, at the age of 29.

After a successful grassroots campaign that won a great deal of
support, AOC (as she is often referred to) entered the US House
of Representatives for New York’s 14th district in January 2019

I
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Influential Hispanic Americans LIN-MANUELLIN-MANUELLIN-MANUEL   

MIRANDAMIRANDAMIRANDA
Born in 1980 in Washington Heights, New York, and is a composer,
actor, writer and activist.

His most famous accomplishment is writing the hit Broadway
musical Hamilton, which became a pop culture phenomenon, and
earned the Tony Award for Best Musical in 2016.

The ground-breaking hip-hop musical reimagines the early years of
America; it’s told by actors of color whose ancestors did not have
the opportunity to decide how the country would be built.

Lin-Manuel Miranda himself has won several Tony awards, an
Oscar, a Pulitzer Prize, a Kennedy Center Honor, and was give the
MacArthur Foundation’s genius grant in 2015. He is also noted for
his charitable work, particularly relating to debt and disaster relief
in Puerto Rico.
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Influential Hispanic Americans ELLENELLENELLEN   

OCHOAOCHOAOCHOA
Ellen Ochoa has gone down in history for being the first Hispanic
American woman to go to space when she joined the 9-day mission
aboard the Discovery shuttle in 1993.

Ellen Ochoa’s grandparents emigrated from Mexico to the USA and
eventually settled in California, where Ochoa was born in 1958. After
earning her bachelor’s degree in physics, she went on to gain a
master’s and doctorate in engineering from Stanford University.

In 1988, Ochoa joined NASA as a research engineer and was selected
to be an astronaut in 1990. Three years later, she became the first
Hispanic American woman to go to space, as part of a mission to
study the Earth’s ozone layer.

Ochoa completed 3 more missions and later became the Johnson
Space Center’s first Hispanic director. 
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CHAVEZCHAVEZCHAVEZ
Born in Arizona in 1927 to a Mexican-American family,
Cesar Chavez was a labor leader and civil rights activist.

Having worked as a manual laborer, he was concerned
with farm workers’ rights. After serving in the Navy, he
became involved with the Community Service
Organization (CSO) in California, an important civil
rights organization for Latinx people.

Along with Dolores Huerta, he co-founded the National
Farm Workers Association (NFWA), and led peaceful
protests and marches to advocate for Latinx civil rights.
Chavez was posthumously awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, and his legacy lives on today in
workers’ rights movements.

https://www.kaplanpathways.com/colleges/arizona-state-university-pathways/study-in-phoenix/
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HUERTAHUERTAHUERTA
Born in New Mexico in 1930, Dolores would go on to
become a leading civil rights activist. She met Cesar Chavez
in California while working for the CSO, and the two
bonded. Together they formed the NFWA in 1962, and
Huerta made a name for herself by leading successful
workers’ strikes, and later with her work for women’s
rights.

Now, in her 90s, she is the face of the Dolores Huerta
Foundation, whose mission is to “inspire and organize
communities to build volunteer organizations empowered
to pursue social justice.”

Huerta has received several accolades throughout her
career, including the inaugural Eleanor Roosevelt Award for
Human Rights in 1998, and the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 2012.

https://doloreshuerta.org/
https://doloreshuerta.org/
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RIVERARIVERARIVERA
Sylvia Rivera is not only an influential Hispanic American, but an icon
for the gay and transgender rights movements.

Born in New York City in 1951 and of Venezuelan and Puerto Rican
descent, Rivera had a difficult upbringing and left home at the age of
10. She had to learn to fend for herself as she faced violence and
discrimination, and she eventually started down a path of activism.

She met her friend Marsha P. Johnson, and together they formed
Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries (STAR), which supported
LGBTQIA+ youth in Manhattan. After the Stonewall riots in 1969, the
pair worked with the newly founded Gay Liberation Front to fight for
their civil rights.

After her death in 2002, the Sylvia Rivera Law Project was
established to provide legal representation to those in the trans, non-
binary, and non-gender conforming communities.

https://www.britannica.com/event/Stonewall-riots
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   CLEMENTECLEMENTECLEMENTE
Roberto Clemente was a pioneer for Hispanic Americans in Major League
Baseball. He was born in Puerto Rico in 1934 and, after making the
professional league there by the age of 18, and playing for a while in Canada,
he moved to the USA in 1954 to join the Pittsburgh Pirates.

In 1964, Clemente became the first Latin American and Caribbean to win the
World Series as a starting player. Despite this success, however, Clemente
faced racial discrimination in the United States and this led him to advocate
for Latinx and Black players’ rights in the sport.

Clemente died tragically in 1972 in a plane crash on his way to Nicaragua,
where he was going to help in earthquake relief efforts.

In 1973 he was the first Hispanic baseball player to be inducted into the
National Baseball Hall of Fame, and he paved the way for the Latinx baseball
players of the future.



America Ferrera believes stories have the power
to make people better. She uses her voice to speak
up for more humanity and justice in the world.

Tracing the contours of her career, she calls for
more authentic representation of different
cultures in media -- and a shift in how we tell our
stories. "Presence creates possibility," she says.
"Who we see thriving in the world teaches us how
to see ourselves, how to think about our own
value, how to dream about our futures.

Ted Talk Tuesday
My Identity is a Super Power not an Obstacle



What other notable figures come to mind when
you think of “Influential Hispanic Americans?”



What would you consider to be the potential
benefits and downsides of growing up Hispanic in

America? In Texas? 



How do you and/or your organization celebrate,
and recognize Hispanic Heritage & Culture? 



What stereotypes or biases are most common in
the Real Estate industry relating to people of

Hispanic origin? 



How do you think Hispanic identity works in terms
of pride building, community building, a sense of

contribution to American heritage?



 Any specific suggestions you have on how your
organization can be more Aware & Inclusive of

Hispanic Diversity, Heritage, & Identity? 



What have you learned from this
month's Ted Talk or what are your

main take-a-ways?


